
TASK FORCE COMPOSITION 
 

 

Co-Chair 
Michael Robinson, is in his second term as Chairman of the Windsor & 
District Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. In this capacity he has 
acquired extensive knowledge of border related situations.  Mr. Robinson is 
Managing Director of Blonde & Little Insurance Group in Windsor, London 
and Ottawa, a financial services and insurance intermediary to commercial 
and personal clients.   
Co-Chair 
Michael J. Walker – Chairman of the Windsor/Essex County Development 
Commission, joined Valiant Corporation as Vice President – Administration 
and Corporate Affairs in November 2001.  He retired from DaimlerChrysler 
Canada Inc. in October, 2001 after a distinguished 30-year career, the last 
ten years of which as Director – Government Relations and Public Policy. 

 
Task Force Members  
Gordon Moore – President of Accucaps Industries Limited in Windsor since 
1990, a contract manufacturer of soft gelatin capsules for ‘brand name’ and 
‘store brand’ over-the-counter drugs, prescription pharmaceutical products, 
nutritional supplements & vitamins and bath beads.  Over 70% of their 
products are shipped into the USA.  Mr. Moore brings a marketing 
perspective to the Task Force  
Barry Zekelman – Vice President, Atlas Tube Inc. with facilities in Harrow, 
Ontario and Plymouth, Michigan.  Atlas tube is the largest producer of hollow 
structural steel tubing in North America.   Mr. Zekelman’s experience in 
cross border delivery of product is of key importance to the Task Force. 

Diana Lausch – appointed President in June 1993 of Colonial Tool Group 
Inc., manufacturers of metal cutting tools, precision spindles and Rebuilt 
Broach Machines for the automotive industry.   In December 1998 she was 
part of a management group that acquired the former Val-U-Tool Company 
now known as Colonial Tool Sales & Service LLC in Taylor, Michigan. 

Lorraine Shalhoub – appointed Director, External Affairs & Public Policy for 
DaimlerChrysler Canada Inc. in February 2002.  She joined the Windsor 
head office of Chrysler Canada Ltd. in 1997 as Staff Counsel then served as 
Assistant General Counsel and Assistant Secretary.  Ms. Shalhoub brings an 
exceptional point of view from the automotive sector to the Task Force. 

John Omstead – President of Family Tradition Foods Inc. located in 
Tecumseh and Wheatley, Ontario.  Processors of canned and frozen 
vegetables serving the Canadian Food Service market, selected U.S. Food 
Service markets, Industrial Bulk sales and export markets in Europe, Asia , 
the Caribbean and South America.  They also co-pack and distribute Green 
Giant canned and frozen retail products across Canada.  Mr. Omstead 
provides insight into the needs of the food processing industry.   



John Rodzik – Chief Operating Officer, of his family owned Narmco Group 
of Companies, with seven facilities in Windsor, and one each in Chatham 
and Guelph.  Manufacturers of automotive welded, painted, chromed metal 
stampings and assemblies, as well as design tools, dies, fixtures, weld 
equipment and special production assembly equipment for customers in the 
NAFTA highway system. He represents automotive parts manufacturing on 
the Task Force. 
Denton Hoffman – General Manager, Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable 
Growers located in Leamington, spearheading economic growth in a 
challenging global marketplace.  Mr. Hoffman is also Greenhouse Section 
Chair of the Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association and Chair of 
Technical Standards & Safety Authority of the Agriculture Advisory Council. 
His input is important from the agriculture segment of our community. 

Ross Paul – Dr. Paul was appointed President of the University of Windsor 
in early 1998.   He is a world traveler and author known for his work in 
distance education and university management.  He was awarded the 
Governor General’s Medal in 1992 for his widespread community activities.  
Dr. Paul represents the concerns of academia on the Task Force. 

 
Keith Andrews – joined Windsor Casino Limited in 1994 and was promoted 
to Vice President – Corporate Affairs & Administration in 1996.  He has also 
held various regulatory management and policy positions with the 
government of Ontario, federal government and a crown corporation.  His 
position is representative of the Tourism and Gaming Industry within the 
downtown core of Windsor. 

 
William Carter – President and CEO of Windsor Raceway Inc. responsible 
for racing operations and slot facilities in Windsor, Dresden and Woodstock.  
As a designated Chartered Accountant Mr. Carter has actively utilized his 
profession to assist many organizations in the community.  He, too, 
represents the Tourism and Gaming Industry from the perimeters of the City 
of Windsor.  

 
John Millson – has served as the Mayor of the City of Windsor and as Past 
President & C.E.O. of Windsor Raceway Inc.  Mr. Millson has 20 years of 
direct day-to-day experience with cross border traffic issues.  He brings to 
the committee first hand knowledge of the economic impact traffic 
congestion has on this business community.    

Legal Advisor 
Douglas Lawson, Q.C. – is a distinguished lawyer with McTague Law firm 
of Windsor, acting as legal council for the Task Force.  Mr. Lawson 
specializes in Corporate-Commercial Law, Taxation and Administrative Law, 
Mr. Lawson is the 1997 recipient of the Law Society of Upper Canada 
Bicentennial Award of Merit and an energetic volunteer in the community.   



Secretariat 
Linda Smith – President of the Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce 
for the past three years with extensive experience in the not-for-profit sector 
working with volunteer Boards and Committees. Prior to joining the Chamber 
in 1999, Mrs. Smith was Southwestern Ontario Regional Director of The 
Kidney Foundation of Canada.  Before moving to Windsor she was Area 
Coordinator of the North York Chapter of the Heart and Stroke Foundation of 
Ontario.  
 
OBSERVERS 
 

Marta Anderson 
Regional Assistant to 
Hon. Susan Whelan 

 

Stuart Kelch 
County Engineer 
County of Essex 

 

John Tofflemire 
Commissioner –  

Traffic Engineering 
City of Windsor 

 

Bruce McCuaig 
Director, Transportation 

Planning Branch 
Ontario Ministry of 

Transportation 
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