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	Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce

2575 Ouellette Place, Windsor, Ontario, Canada N8X 1L9

(519) 966-3696 • (519) 966-0603

Website: www.windsorchamber.org Email: info@windsorchamber.org


June 21, 2005  






VIA FAX: 255-6868

Eddie Francis, Mayor of the City of Windsor, 

Members of Council, City of Windsor

Re: 2006 City of Windsor Budget 

Dear Mayor Francis and Members of City Council,

On behalf of the Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce I would like to thank you for the opportunity to address the City of Windsor budget at this early time. 

The Chamber is pleased with the timeliness of the process and the attention to budget issues six months before the beginning of the budget year. Your leadership in addressing these issues is invaluable and is greatly appreciated.

The Chamber would like to offer its support and assistance when appropriate and to work with the City to develop a City budget that is business friendly and encourages economic growth and development. Our Finance & Taxation Committee will examine the issues and offer to Council its expertise on business related issues.

We urge the City of Windsor to deal with the issue of business taxation in a straightforward way. The City must demonstrate it understands the competitiveness pressures of our corporations and that of every single business in this community. 

On May 16, 2005 representatives from the automotive sector and our Chamber made presentations to City Council on the issue of business property taxation.  The message was clear. Windsor’s Large Industrial class is not competitive with other jurisdictions in Ontario and there is a strong need for a strategic plan that will improve Windsor’s competitive tax position for its business properties.

This year, the pressure to raise taxes can once again be overshadowed by the ease in which the reassessments of business properties can fill the tax room needed to accommodate the budget. The Chamber urges the City of Windsor not to use the reassessment as a revenue source and effectively raise taxes.

The Chamber expects the 2006 Budget to reflect a new cost savings strategy. As we welcomed the full implementation of the zero based budgeting for all departments of the City of Windsor, it is time to implement effective performance measures and timelines. 

With this year’s budget process the City should achieve a higher level of transparency so that budget stakeholders such as the Chamber can be involved throughout the budget process on an informed basis.    

In 2006 a special attention must be given to fairness as a key requirement for any tax system. The City must reevaluate the current business property classes to achieve fairness. The Chamber’s Finance & Taxation Committee will also work with the City of Windsor on a strategy to lower the industrial business property taxes so our corporations will continue to invest and operate in the City of Windsor. 

The Chamber applauds the City of Windsor’s efforts on reducing its debt and continues to urge the City to take measures to eliminate the debt as soon as possible.  

We are truly looking forward to working together to achieve the best possible budget outcomes. The 2006 Budget should serve as a watershed budget. Beginning with the timely process that is transparent and mindful of the need for consultations and feedback from the budget stakeholders. This year’s budget should be answerable to the taxpayers.  

Respectfully Submitted,
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Don Marsh

Chair of the Board of Directors

As the “Voice of Business,” the Windsor & District Chamber of Commerce represents over 1,400 business members who collectively employ more than 80,000 people.  Our membership profile truly represents a cross-section of the business interests in our community.  We actively work with government to ensure the business and investment climate in our region remains competitive and believe that any issues that restrict our ability to attract new business or expand existing business must be resolved.
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