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Progress on North American Security and Prosperity Plan applauded – Canadian Chamber

Ottawa – June 27, 2005. Canadian business commended the federal government for moving forward on a comprehensive work plan with the U.S. and Mexico on security, prosperity and quality of life, today stated the Canadian Chamber of Commerce. The Canadian Chamber is pleased to see that the three governments have further developed the agenda to establish a common approach to security and to increase economic cooperation through the Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America (SPP).

"In 90 days the three governments have found over 300 initiatives that have specific, time-bound targets that will enable North American businesses to succeed in a world of growing competition while providing enhanced security for all our citizens,” said Michael Murphy, Senior Vice President, Policy, of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce. “With this strong start we will create momentum for even bigger targets in the future. Now we have to put our noses to the grindstone and deliver on the commitments."

The Canadian Chamber has been calling for the following initiatives that are contained in the SPP:

· improve productivity through regulatory cooperation, striving to ensure compatibility or regulations and standards; 

· reduce the “rules of origin” costs on goods traded between the countries;

· promote sectoral collaboration in energy, transportation, financial services, technology, e-commerce and other areas to facilitate business; 

· implement a border facilitation strategy to build capacity and improve the legitimate movement of people and goods within the continent.  

· and develop a common approach to security in North America, in particular to enhance the secure flow of  legitimate goods and people through border infrastructure improvements, information sharing and the creation of emergency contingency plans.
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