Youth Exchange Student Activities – Idea Starters

January

· New Year Celebration, can toast with sparkling cider or fruit juice

· Explain the significance of Martin Luther King day

· Help the student find a book about Martin Luther King

· Purchase some bulbs and show the student how to force the bulbs to have flowers in the early spring

· Take them to the North American International Auto Show

· Take them to the Autorama Custom Car Show at Cobo Arena

Snow – Winter Sports (especially if the student is from a warmer climate like Brazil)

· Sledding

· Snowball fight

· Build a snowman / snow fort

· Cross Country Skiing

· Downhill Skiing

· Ice Skating

February – Valentine’s Day

· Help out at the good news gang and make Valentines for kids and deliver them

· Make Valentines for residents of a nursing home or retirement home

· Bake a heart shaped cake or a heart shaped pizza

· Send Valentine’s Day greetings via email to friends that they have met through the district

President’s Day 

· Find a book about president George Washington and or Abraham Lincoln

March – St. Patrick’s Day

· Host a special St. Patrick’s Day party for some of the students and ask that they all bring a dish – but it must be green, and they wear green clothes

April – Easter

· Planting Seeds in pots in the window – nice tie in with this year’s theme!

· Take a drive to the local post office on April 15th and explain about tax day!

· Time Change

May – Mother’s Day

· Help the student make something thoughtful for their Mom and other host moms if appropriate

· Memorial Day – explain the significance

· Take them camping

June

· Explain how this is a big month for weddings and try to include the student in a typical wedding and reception. Make a point of explaining the significance of the different events that are included and discuss how they differ from wedding traditions in his country.

· Be sure they experience an ordinary family barbecue or family reunion

· Explain Father's Day and help come up with appropriate gifts


July


· Explain the significance of July 4 and then take the student to view the
fireworks celebration in Detroit

· Before July 4, take the student to Greenfield Village for their DSO concert
and fireworks display. Seeing how the families come to the event is a big
part of the experience.

· Go to Port Huron and watch the boats take off for the race to Mackinaw

· Have a picnic in the Port Huron park right by the water and watch the
big freighters go by

August

· Go to the Armada Fair to see what a real small town rural fair is like

· Go to the State Fair in Detroit for a comparison

· Go to the Renaissance Festival out at Holly

· Walk around the flea market at Armada on either Tuesday or Sunday morning

· Visit the Peach Festival in Romeo


September

· Take drives to see the leaves as they begin to turn

· Visit a cider mill for cider and doughnuts

· Go to Eastern Market to see the last of harvests when people are buying to can and freeze for the winter.

· Go walking on a nature trail at one of the parks to discover the changes that fall brings

October


· Drive around to see how houses are decorated for Halloween

· Try to get the student to a Halloween party where they will wear a costume and
do the traditional things

· Let them give out candy to trick-or-treaters to see the kids in costume

· Go to the country and get pumpkins and then carve them.

· Roast pumpkin seeds

November
· Discuss Thanksgiving and get the student involved in helping fill baskets for
the needy or working at a soup kitchen

· Let the student help to prepare some of the traditional Thanksgiving foods

· Get involved in the preparations for elections and the steps they go
thru

· Talk about coming winter and be sure they are prepared with the necessary clothes & boots.

December

· Start planning for Christmas gifts – help them make inexpensive gifts

· Help with Christmas decorations

· Visit some of the many seasonal programs

· Drive to see holiday lights at night

General Suggestions

Get in touch with a local elementary school, church group, YMCA, Boys & Girls Club, etc. and arrange for the student to give a little talk about their country – its nice to bring along a give-away item that the kids can keep, like a business card or maybe cook a treat from the country or decorated for the country, etc.

Help the student find opportunities to volunteer, or participate in a walk to raise funds

Teach them how to play some card games & family board games

Play the game of “Sorry” and as you each count off the number of spaces to move, practice saying the numbers in the student’s language

I hope that this help get you starting thinking of something that you might enjoy doing with an exchange student!

Please contact Vitor Poit at vhpoit@yahoo.com.br and/or Betiel Werede at betielw@hotmail.com to schedule a date~

