I’m so sorry, but I really can’t host a youth exchange student in my home…..

By Mary Anne Demo

District Youth Exchange Co-Chair

maryannedemo@ameritech.net
248-588-7005 x 231

We all understand that it just isn’t possible for everyone to host a student in their home, but I just wanted to make sure that you know that there are many other ways to help the program grow in our District.  Here are some ways to get involved:

· Talk about Youth Exchange to any young people that you might know, and if they would like more info, direct them to a member of the committee or to the special Youth Exchange website at:  www.studentexchanges.org
· Think about any youth related contacts you might have, i.e. connection with a youth organization like the YMCA, church youth group, etc. and pass along these names and/or connections to myself or your committee.  One of our biggest challenges is getting the word out about the youth exchange program to the kids.  Most kids that I ask, have never even heard of it!

· Do you know anyone that might be willing to host an exchange student?  Please pass along their name and phone number to myself or your club’s youth exchange committee, we will happily follow up with them!  (Even if the family lives outside of our district and even if they are not Rotarians.)

· Do you have contacts in the press? TV, radio, newspapers??  Help us get in touch with the right people so that we can get Public Service Announcements (PSAs) about the program, or coverage of exceptional students.

· Consider taking a student for a short time, maybe you could take a student for a weekend to give the host family a break, or for an outing on a Saturday or Sunday.  This could for an activity be that you enjoy, that you might want to share with them, and it will help them learn more about our culture.  (See attached idea starters pages)

· Do you enjoy writing letters or sending emails?  Maybe you would like to volunteer to keep in touch with one of our outbound students that is currently studying in another country?  They love to get mail and to have someone to share some of their experiences with.

· Maybe your club would like to sponsor a small or large event for some or all of our district youth exchange students?  This is a great way to get your club members to meet and interact with the students.  It might even help them understand why this program is so important to us, and to the future generations of Rotary.

· As a club, you can host an OutBound student, it doesn’t cost you anything but time!  This is where you help to recruit and interview a student, and then send them to the district level interviews.  It’s pretty exciting to be able to offer a student the opportunity of a lifetime!

· As a club or as an individual, you could provide scholarship money for a student that has financial need.  The main cost of youth exchange is airfare, perhaps you could offer to match each dollar that the student earns, or offer some odd jobs that they could do to help earn their airfare and spending money.

· Join or help to form a Youth Exchange Committee within your club.  Even if your club has never been involved in youth exchange, you’ve got to start someplace!  If you get a group together and start working toward the goal of getting involved, this is a great start!

· Serve as a Youth Exchange Counselor (YEC) or Youth Exchange Officer (YEO) for your club.  Again you don’t have to come to this job with experience, you can learn as you go, and the district committee is happy to help you get started!

As you can see, this list could go on and on!  The main point is, there is so much that can be done besides hosting a student in your home, so please give it some thought, and by all means call or email me if I can help you get involved in any way!

